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THE PASMANDA MUSLIM SOCIETY:ISSUES &
CHALLENGES

Dr. Farida Shafik Khan

(Assistant Professor)
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar College of Social Work, Morane, Dhule,Maharastra, India.
ABSTRACT: ,

People of many religions live in India, The minority of them is the Muslim community.
Muslim society is considered to be united. But there is also ethnicity in the Muslim community. As a
Muslim minority, they face many challenges. But because of the inferiority of caste in Muslim
society, they have a different kind of problem. So this society seems to be suffering from all sides.
No one cares about the caste system in the Muslim community. So no one realizes that they have
some kind of problem. It is necessary o study the problems arising in this society as well as the caste
system in this society and present their questions before the society. If we study the problems of the |
Muslim religion and the problems that arise within the religion, it will help to bring their problems

before the eyes of other societies. Ap attempt has been made to write this research paper for the same
purpose.

INTRODUCTION:

India is a land of natural diversity. Similarly, there are different castes, religions, creeds, and
races in India. Although India is called Hindustan, India also has a large Muslim population.
Muslims have the same problems as Hindus. There are many castes and sub-castes in Hinduism.
- There are many castes and sub-castes in the Muslim religion too. The common man sees casteism,
discrimination, untouchability in Hinduism. So they think that there is no such thing among
Muslims.

Muslims in India are also considered to be an integral religious group in the political and
social spheres. But this matter is wrong, Like Hindus, Muslims also have caste, sub-caste differences
arising from it, untouchability, high and low. When global Islam arrived in India in the seventh

century, there was no such thing. But over time, many castes and sub-castes emerged among the
[ndian Muslims. In this, many castes considered as backward class Dalits joined the Muslim society
today. But Hindus felt that the whole Muslim community was one and there were no castes or sub-
castes among them. Therefore, it seemed that there was unity and no difference in this religion. It is’
completely wrong to think that Muslim society is the same. Muslims also have ethnicity and there
are such types among them. They are also racially affected. These Pasmanda Muslims have not yet
been studied as they should be. Therefore, the ethnicity among Muslims has not yet come out to the
world as much as it should. But some scholars have studied the current situation of these Pasmanda
- Muslims and are beginning to understand their problems. The research will also discuss the issue of
Pasmanda Muslims and shed light on the nature of their problems.

KEY WORD :Muslims,Pasmanda Muslims, Cast System,Problems of the Pasmanda Muslim

community
METHODS OF DATA COLLECTION:

For prepare this research paper, preliminary fact-finding method interview schedule and face-
to-face interview have been used. In fact, we have met 30 Schedule tribes Farmer’s areas in sakri
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'h e been used.
CTIVE OF THE RESEARCH STUDY
1. To study the concept of Pasmanda Muslim.

i‘ To know the categories of different castes in the Muslim community,
- To study the problems of the Pasmanda Muslim community.

THE PASMANDA MUSLIM CONCEPT :

i ISIa;Sl:‘;:rzT:eT:::st a classless and casteless sociely: But among the‘ I\/'Iuslin?s who are followers
g 0 be a class and caste-based social structure. This is a picture of the paradox

creating social problems. It also seems to be undermining equality. India has 14.2 percent of the total

population or 17.2 crores Muslims. Eighty-ﬁv% percent of them are Pasmanda Muslims and 15

percent are Savarna Muslims. To understand all this, it is necessary to understand the exact meaning

of the word Pasmanda Muslim. Ethnicity is very prevalent in South Asian countrics and its effect is

seen in India. There is a picture of racial inequality among Indian Muslims.

The meaning of Pasmanda Muslim has been differentiated by many social scholars. In this,

according to some, the poor are considered helpless, according to some scientists, Dalit Muslims are

considered natives. Some scholars have used the word Pasmanda for Dalits and backward Muslims.

The word Pasmanda is Urdu. The term Pasmanda seems to have been applied to those who are far

from the mainstream of society and are socially inferior castes. B

To know the categories of different castes in the Muslim community. There are mainly three

classes of Muslims-

1. Ashraf - The upper caste Muslims who are called Ashraf. Who claims to be of West Asian

descent. In this (Sayyid, Sheikh, Mughal, Pathan) as well as converts from all castes. Among

Muslims, these Brahmins consider themselves equal to society,

2. Ajlaf - Shudra or backward class Muslims are called Ajlaf.

3, Arjal - Dalit Muslims are divided into three main groups called Arjal.

Population classification of Muslims in India
by caste

& Muslim SC Muslim ST % 3rdMuslim OBC & Muslim Other '
1%, !

B

| PROBLEMS OF THE PASMANDA MUSLIM COMMUNITY :
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Although the Muslin comimunity is considered to be socially and politically united, the

el ; . Be
| System within them has led to the treatment of Pasmanda Muslims as a double standard

inferiorly by the Muslim community. They are treated inferiorly by other communities. Pasmanda
Muslims are exploited by both. ‘
Education develops society. Islam is the first religion in the world to make education
compulsory. But in the Muslim community, the literacy rate is 68.5 percent and the female literacy
rate is 50 percent. Twenty-five percent of children between the ages of six and fourteen never go to
school. The dropout rate in secondary and higher secondary education is 35 to 50 percent. In this, the
level of education in the Pasmanda Muslim community seems to be negligible. Due to a lack of
education, Pasmanda society is deprived of socio-economic and political development. The benefits
of reservation to the Muslim community extend %o the upper classes of the Muslim community.
Backward Muslims do not get any benefit from this. As a result, their situation is very bad. Among
the 'asmanda Muslims, the level of education is very low and their percentage in jobs is less than
01%. No jobs, no jobs, no farmland, so the economic situation is dire. '
The Pasmanda Muslims need to be represented in power to solve their problems and develop
them. Society cannot develop without representation in the political arena. Their questions will not
come up, but considering the political arena, it is clear that the Pasmanda Muslim community is
under-represented, their issues are not discussed and their issues do not come before the govemment,
A study of the Ist to 14th Lok Sabha shows that out of 7500 delegates, 400 were Muslims and 60 of
them were Pasmanda Muslims. According to the 2001 census, they make up [1.4 percent of the
population. However, their representation is very low at 0.8 percent, so their problems are not raised
and they do not get justice.
CONCLUSION:
1. Islam does nol have a caste system, but Muslims have a castc system.,
2. Due to the caste system in Muslims, people of lower caste are not correlated,
3. A boy from a lower caste is marricd to a boy from a higher caste, but a boy from a lower caste is
not married to a girl from a higher caste. Muslims have a caste-based marriage system.
4. In Majjit also caste system is used. The upper caste people are put in the front and the lower caste
Muslims are put in the back.
5. Among Muslims, the economic and educational status of Pasmanda Muslims is very weak.
6. Pasmanda Muslims have separate arrangements at Majjit and graveyard.
7. Correspondence of Pasmanda Muslims with upper-caste Muslims is not aesthetically complete.
8, Pasmanda Muslims have to face her douhle exclusion.
SUMMARY : '
Since Muslims in India are considered to be an integral religious group in the political and
social spheres as well, there is no such thing as Dalit backward class in Muslim society. Therefore,
their issues. are not treated differently. Inequality Muslims' issues are worse than the Muslim
community. It is necessary to first acknowledge that caste is coming in the Muslim community. For
this, a caste-based census of the Muslim community is required. To make efforts for development, it
is necessary to address the caste-based backwardness of all Muslim communities, not just minorities,

under the same heading.
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